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Commentary

Why yield from forage is key. 
Kingshay Costings 2024 



Variety making the right choice… 

Improve by 
✓ Choosing the right variety for your system – location, animal nutrition, environmental risk, following crop.  
✓ Accurate crop nutrition
✓ Tissue testing through season
✓ Ensure cutting at right crop stage and ensiling with quality additive to reduce aerobic spoilage and improve 

intakes

Review last years choices and this year's fields – soil test and Nutrient Management Plan. 
        

  



Nutritional risks associated with maize silage. 



Nutrition Bottom Line 

▪ Additional starch yield e.g. 0.5T per hectare (6.7T 
per ha versus 6.2T per ha).

▪ This equates to approximately 1T of wheat (60% 
starch) per hectare.

▪ 0.5T extra starch yield @ £87.50 Based on £175 per 
Tonne 

▪ Typical herd of 250 cows

▪ Saving on starch purchased per herd is 250 cows x 0.5T x 
£175 per T = £22k per year (£90 per cow)

▪ CWD crucially improves intakes, 1% improvement 
can increase intakes by 0.17kg per day with 
resulting increase in yields (Oba and Allen, 1999) 

Selection of the right variety has a major impact on 
crop value for next Winters milk/meat yields

Choose Wisely

▪ Marginal Gains – every little thing by 1% will add up to 
remarkable improvements (Sir Dave Brailsford) 
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